
Welcome to 
Kindergarten 

2024-2025

Lake Bonavista 
School

Montessori



Staff

• Principal: Jennifer Rooke

• Assistant Principal: Carmelle Watson



School Council and MAPSS

• There are many ways 

to be involved 
through Council and 

MAPSS

• Watch for 

opportunities

• All parents are invited 

to attend all School 

Council meetings, 
posted on website



Volunteering

There are many opportunities to volunteer at 

school
• Classroom based opportunities

• Learning commons, Healthy Hunger lunch, onsite and 
offsite experiences

To be a volunteer, you must have:
• CBE connected Police clearance

• Bring photo ID to the office

• Office staff will provide you with an official letter and 

instructions to complete the process either online or in 

person

• This can take 6-8 weeks; please plan ahead



Morning and Afternoon Classes

• Transportation is only offered one way
for Kindergarten

• We are planning for 2 classes in the 
morning and 1 class in the afternoon

• We do our best to honour everyone’s 
preferred choice – confirmation on 
Thursday in your package at open 
house

• Alternating Fridays 8:10-12:15 - please 
watch for the Kindergarten calendar



Calendar

8:10-11:00 AM Class 
Monday-Thursday

11:55-2:45 PM Class 
Monday-Thursday

Alternating Fridays 8:10-
12:15

(bus both ways)

Copies will be shared in 
the package



Transportation
• Apply Today

• Pre-registration is available using your MyCBE account

• Families must register by Sunday, June 16 for students to be 
added to routes for the start of the next school year

• We continue to accept registrations after the deadline; 
however, students are added to the closest existing stop with 
available space. Processing times could be up to six weeks at 
the beginning of the school year due to volume

• A confirmation email will be sent to all parents/guardians who 
have submitted a pre-registration in September to confirm 
registration for the 2024-2025 school year

• You can cancel your transportation with no financial impact by 
filling in the cancellation form before the end of September

• $130 for one-way Kindergarten transportation (2 ways on 
Fridays)

• $260 for bussing for grades 1-6



Montessori at 

Lake Bonavista School 

looks like...



Independence through the 

Prepared Environment



Getting Ready for Montessori at 

Lake Bonavista School Looks Like:
Rooms should cater to a child. Here are some considerations:
• Small tables
• Low shelveswith materials that are easily accessible
• Organized and prepared with intention (Think: What would you 

like your child to be able to do in this space?)

Independence-Building Tasks:
• Allow your child to dress themselves
• Let them care for a living thing
• Include them in household tasks
• Give opportunities in the kitchen



Peace Education



Montessori Materials



Coat Hooks

• Own coat hook for backpack and coat

• Spot under their things to place their shoes or boots

• Keep valuables/toys at home due to open space



• Hold a snack

• A change of clothes

• Large enough to fit a folder or duotang

• Students expected to be able to pack, 

unpack and zip independently

         ✗           

Backpacks



• Indoor, non-marking soled shoes

• Independently put on

• Labelled

Here are a few examples and non-examples that will 
best help your child participate in all activities at 
school including Physical Education.

      ✗                   

Shoes



• Complete change of clothes

• Labelled with your child's name

• In a plastic bag inside their backpack

Emergency Clothing



Eating at School: A Nutrition Break

A nutrition break (snack) is an important part of our day to make 

sure our brains and bodies stay healthy and ready to learn!

● Snack is 15 minutes either mid-morning or mid-afternoon

● Provide a cloth napkin or placemat that can be  kept in their 

lunch-kit

● Label all items

● We promote having a litter-less lunch

● Regularly practice opening different types of containers and 

snack bags

We are also a nut-aware school.
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Outdoor Spaces

Kindergarten children do not 
participate in a scheduled 
lunch or recess.

• Physical Education

• Wellness
• Land-Based Learning

• Children come dressed 
appropriately for the 
weather

Our playgrounds are 
wonderful places to connect 
with other families after pick-
up. If they are being used by 
teachers and students during 
regular school hours, they are 
considered closed for family 
play.



Bathrooms

• Student bathrooms on 
each side of the school

• One universal access 
bathroom

• Scheduled, whole-class 
bathroom breaks in the 
early days of 
Kindergarten

You can support your 
child's success at school by 
ensuring their 
independence with 
clothing:

• Zippers, buttons, snaps, 
and other closures

• Practice toilet use and 
proper hand washing



Things for Students to Leave at Home

• Costumes
• Toys
• Fidgets
• Stuffed animals
• Blankets
• Electronic devices
• Pokemon/Trading Cards



Music

Children in 
Kindergarten receive 
regular Music classes, 
instructed by our Music 
Specialist, Mrs. 
Kawchuk.



Physical Education

All students at 

Lake Bonavista School 

engage in daily physical 
education.

Often it is held in our 

gymnasium. Sometimes it 

will be held outside.

It is important that children 
come to school with 

appropriate footwear that 

includes a pair of indoor 

shoes that they can run, 

jump and play safely in. 
Sneakers with non-marking 

soles are ideal.



Learning Commons

Our Learning Commons is in 
the middle of our school, and the hub 

for a variety of amazing experiences:

- guest speakers

- presentations
- learning provocations

- book exchange

- technology explorations
- collaboration

- extra curriculars
- and so much more!



Early Learning Supports

The classroom teacher is at the centre of your 

child’s learning team and is supported by a 

school learning team. Based on classroom needs, 

each Kindergarten program will also be 

supported by a multidisciplinary team that works 

with large and small groups in the classroom.

This team may consist of:

Education Assistants or Early 

Childhood Practitioners

Early Learning Strategists

Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs)

Psychologists

Occupational Therapists (OTs)

Physiotherapists (PTs)

School Family Liaison (SFL)



Home-School Communication

Home to school communication is important at Lake 

Bonavista School.

Some of the ways we communicate with families:

• School website

• Class blogs or Instagram
• Email

• School Messenger

• Google Classroom

We try to be as paperless as possible with our 
communication.

Please watch for classroom specific information about 

communication coming from your teacher in September. 



Google Translate on CBE Websites



Before the First Day

● Talk as a family: How are you feeling about 

starting school this year? Review social story 

about coming to Lake Bonavista School.

● Double-check your Staggered Entry day and 

time

● Take a walk around the outside of the school:
• Find the grey garden entry doors

• Explore our two playgrounds

● Contact the school if you have any 

important information about 

medical conditions, 

including allergies



Sneak-A-Peak

● August 28  between 12:00 and 1:00

● Opportunity to visit classroom and teachers



Staggered Entry

• Kindergarten students participate in Staggered 

Entry August 29-30

• Your child will ONLY attend during their staggered 

entry time in the first couple of days of school – 

staggered entry times will be in the package on 
Thursday

• Children do not need to bring a snack during Staggered 
Entry

• Make sure your child knows the pick-up plan, 

and that it is also communicated to your child's 

teacher



On the First Day

On the first day of school, children should bring 

their backpack with:

• Indoor shoes

• Snack and water bottle

• Your teacher will provide any supplies you need!

If your child will be taking the bus, please ensure 

you know the route name, bus letter and stop 

number.

The first regular day of Kindergarten is 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024.

Morning Kindergarten: 8:10am – 11:00am

Afternoon Kindergarten: 11:55am – 2:45pm



Dismissal Kindergarten and Grade 1

● Dismissal is hand-to-hand to an approved adult

● Your child's teacher will ask you what the 

regular pick-up schedule (day care, bus, home) is

● Family members, friends or after-school care must 

be listed as an approved pick-up person in the 

office

● If your child takes the bus, they will be walked by a 

school adult

Changes to your child's pick-up arrangements need 

to be communicated to the office and teacher.



Welcome To School Event

Thursday, June 6

6:00 – 7:00

At Lake Bonavista School

        

Reminder:



Any Questions?



Welcome to our

Lake Bonavista School Family!


